
Amherst’s Circulation 
Current Conditions  

Transportation—Getting Around 
Work Destinations 
• 77% of resident labor force work out of town 
• Residents working in town increased by 26% 

between 1990 and 2000 

Journey to Work 
• % of Amherst residents driving to work alone 

decreased from 87% in 1990 to 83% in 2000 
but is still higher than the state average of 82% 

Traffic 
• NH Route 101A carries over 38,000 vehicles 

per day (vpd) 
• NH Route 101 carries over 24,000 vpd north of 

Baboosic Lake Road 
• Roadways that carry more than 5,000 vpd 

◊ NH Route 122 
◊ Amherst Street 
◊ Boston Post Road 

Congestion 
• Souhegan High School 
• Cut through traffic on local roads 
• NH Route 122 and Merrimack Road 

High Accident Locations (>11 crashes/
year) 
• NH Route 101A and NH Route 101 
• NH Route 101A and NH Route 122 (Ponemah 

Hill Road) 
• NH Route 101A and Northern Boulevard 

Safety Concerns 
• NH Route 101 and Horace Greeley Road 
• NH Route 101 and Amherst Landfill Entrance 
• Lack of pedestrian/bike facilities between schools and 

Village 

What Does It Mean? 
• Travel characteristics have changed 

during the last 20 years as population 
has grown and large commercial and 
retail development has occurred on 
Route 101A. 

• Over 79% of Amherst roadways are 
classified as “local roads” and are suit-
able for low volumes of traffic and are 
not built for through traffic. 

• Many scenic roadways and corridors 
worthy of preservation 

• Town has designated 16 scenic roads 
with a 100-foot scenic setback. 

• Some areas with safety concerns could 
be improved with better design and 
signs. 

• General lack of facilities for pedestri-
ans. 

• Needs to preserve options for the  
future. 

See draft section of Amherst’s 2008 Master Plan Phase 1 report for additional de-
tails and sources. 
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Voice of Amherst 1 
“Improve safety and mobility for non-
vehicular traffic.” 

“Maintain and repair our roadways.” 

“Improve safety and operations around 
schools.” 

“There is too much speeding on our narrow 
country roads.” 

“We need to improve signs.” 

“We need more bike and walking paths.” 

“Students should use buses more and reduce 
the driving to schools.” 

“Trucks need to be re-routed so they don’t 
take shortcuts through the neighborhoods and 
the Village Center.” 

Goals to Light the Future 2 
Develop and maintain an efficient, equitable, 
and safe system for all modes of circulation 
that meets the local and regional mobility 
needs of residents, businesses, students, visi-
tors, and emergency services, and is compati-
ble with the character of the community and 
minimizes environmental impacts.  

• Improve, operate, and maintain the 
roadways within the town so that they 
function as designed and provide safe, ef-
ficient, cost-effective service while main-
taining the scenic qualities and character 
of the town.  

• Ensure that local and regional trans-

Amherst’s Circulation 
What We Want 

1 Resident input, based on various visioning exercises. 
2 Developed based on Steering Committee and resident input.. 
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portation facilities are compatible with 
the existing community character and 
have the capacity to support current and 
future land uses.  

• Manage traffic volumes and speeds on 
local and neighborhood roads. 

• Reduce congestion and improve travel 
times along major arterials, at major 
intersections, and near major trip gen-
erators. 

• Improve the ease and convenience of 
walking and biking for recreation, shop-
ping, commuting and going to school.  

• Reduce traffic congestion on Route 
101A. 

• Consider multi-modal options in all 
transportation decision making.  



differentiate between regional and local 
routes. 

3. Examine options for improving public 
school drop-off and bus loading areas.  

To Improve the Ease and Con-
venience of Walking and Biking 
for Recreation, Shopping, Com-
muting, and Going to School. 
1. Develop a town-wide trail system.  

To Minimize Traffic Impacts on 
Route 101A 
1. Increase the efficiency of traffic on Route 

101A. 
2. Explore ways for improving access and 

safety via measures such as shared drive-
ways; additional through or left turn lanes 
or two-way left turn lanes; center median 
extensions with jug-handles to consolidate 
left turns; parallel frontage roads; pave-
ment markings; crosswalks; or raised is-
lands.  

To Consider Multi-modal Options 
in All Transportation Decision 
Making 
1. Coordinate with regional and state trans-

portation planning agencies to assess fu-
ture transit needs and potential options for 
linking to Amherst. 

2. Study feasibility and options for providing 
on-demand para-transit service to meet the 
mobility needs of handicap and elderly 
residents.  

 

Amherst’s Circulation 
What We Can Do 1 

To Improve, Operate, and Main-
tain Roadways 
1. Consider up-grading some “local roads” to 

increase their safety and capacities. 

To Ensure that Local & Regional 
Transportation Facilities are 
Compatible with the Community 
Character 
1. Designate additional scenic roads. 
2. Assure that roadway improvements and 

maintenance projects protect natural, his-
toric, and cultural resources to the greatest 
extent possible. 

To Manage Traffic Volumes and 
Speeds on Local and Neighbor-
hood Roads 
1. Be proactive in the management of curb 

cuts, local street connections, turning 
lanes and other transportation elements 
that provide access to homes, businesses 
and public institutions. 

To Reduce Congestion and Im-
prove Travel Times Along Major 
Arterials, at Major Intersections, 
and Near Major Trip Generators. 
1. Implement measures such as signal im-

provements and turning lanes along major 
arterials, at major intersections, and near 
major trip generators, in order to reduce 
congestion and improve travel times. 

2. Develop a gateway program, improve 
signage and pavement markings to help 

1 Potential objectives and strategies for discussion. 
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